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THE Territory's kidney dis-
ease sufferers will be the major
beneficiaries of a new Medi-
care item to be announced by
the Turnbull Government
today.

Federal Minister for Health
Greg Hunt will unveil the new
plan which will offer new sup-
port to Australia’s most dialy-
sis  dependent  sector -
indigenous Territorians.

The Territory’s Indigenous
Affairs Minister CLP senator
Migel Scullion hailed the deci-
sion as a potential game
changer for indigenous Terri-
TOrians.

“The Turnbull Government
is committed to better health
outcomes for indigenous Ter-
ritorians and part of that is
tackling life threatening kid-
ney disease,” he said.

“This  Medicare decision
will 2o along way toimproving
those outcomes.”

Federal Minister Hunt ech-
oed the CLP senator's senti-
ments.

“This is a great outcome for
indigenous Australians and es-
pecially those in remote areas.”
Mr Hunt said.

“The new Medicare item
will support the delivery of di-
alvsis in very remote areas to
improve access for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peo-
plewith kidney disease.

“Significantly it will enable
dialysis to be managed by a

registered nurse, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
health practitioner or Aborigi-
nal health worker with appro-
priate training, on behalf of a
medical practitioner.

Menzies School of Health
Research and a renal dialysis
specialist Professor Alan Cass
described the news as an im-
portant initiative that has the
potential to address a devastat-
ing problem among remote
communities. Prof Cass said
there was no disease which

had a more devastating impact
on Aboriginal Territorians
than kidney disease.

“One in 50 Aborigines are
touched by Kidnev disease —
we have more than 800 Abor-
iginal Territorians currently
on dialysis.” he said.

“The significance of this an-
nouncement should not be lost
on anyvone Living on country
is important for remote Abor-
iginal Territorians and leaving
it to receive treatment Is
daunting  “There are often

Healthy win for the NT

cases of patients leaving treat-
ment to go back to country
rather than continuing in a city
treatment facility.”

NT Health Minister Nata-
sha Fyles said the decision was
a win for Territorians suffering
end stage renal failure.

“The Territory Labor Gov-
ernment has lobbied steongly
for this inclusion on the MBS
that will significantly improve
health outcomes for many
Territorians,” she said.
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OUR SAY

A good move but
too long overdue

KIDMEY disease sufferers will be the major beneficiaries of
a new Medicare item announced today.

This is undoubtedly positive news for health services in

remote communities and the Government should be com-
mended for the action. This announcement comes as the
final posthumeus album of Yolngu 5infser Gurrumul hit No.l

in the ARIA charts this weel, exempli
loss we all suffer as a nation from the

ing the incredible
ailure of successive

governments to adequately address indigenous health is-
sues in remote communities.

naus Australians.

The death of Gurrumul at 46 highlights the crippling im-
pacts kidney failure have on indi
The incidence of end-stage kidney disease in the NT is

three or four times the national Australian figures, and itis
largely confined to indigenous communities.

The Territory has been the hardest hit in the nation from

this issue and our health care system has been struggling to
meet demand. Hopefully, this announcement will put us at
the forefront of treatment for kidney disease, not just play-
ing catch up - and definitely not lagging behind in the ways
that we have been.



