
 
Leading infectious diseases physician honoured with Frank Fenner Award 

25 March 2021: Professor Josh Davis has been awarded the 2021 Frank Fenner Award for Advanced 
Research in Infectious Diseases. 

Named after Professor Frank Fenner, an Australian pioneer of viral research, the award is the peak 
research award from ASID. It is awarded annually on the basis of a portfolio of original research in 
infectious diseases. 

Professor Josh Davis is an infectious diseases physician at Newcastle’s John Hunter Hospital and a 
senior principal research fellow at Menzies School of Health Research. He is also the past President 
of ASID. 

Accepting the Award at the virtual Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases (ASID) Annual 
Scientific Meeting, Professor Davis said it was a tremendous honour to be receiving this award. 
 
“I am extremely grateful to the funders and supporters of my research who recognise the 
importance of improving the evidence base for the treatment of severe bacterial infections," 
Professor Davis said. 

The 2021 Judging Panel comprised three eminent ASID members. The panel said the calibre of 
applicants was of an extremely high standard and an indication of the quality of researchers in 
Australia. 

Despite completing his PhD only ten years ago, Professor Davis is one of Australia’s leading clinical 
trialists in the field of clinical infectious diseases, undertaking and publishing research of 
international quality that address key questions in infectious diseases. This included the CAMERA2 
trial into treatments into combination antibiotics for Staphylococcus aureus (“golden staph”) 
bloodstream infection, published in JAMA. 
 
"It’s a tremendous honour to be receiving this award. It's a testament to the outstanding work of my 
research teams and collaborators, and the valuable contribution that the NHMRC and other funding 
agencies have made to my research,” Professor Davis said. 
 

---ENDS---  
 
The Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases (ASID) Limited 
The Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases is the peak professional body for infectious disease 
and microbiology in the region. Membership encompasses Infectious Diseases Physicians, Clinical 
Microbiologists, Scientists, Infection Control Practitioners, Public Health Physicians, Sexual Health 
Physicians, Veterinarians and others eminent in the field of infectious diseases. 
Media contact: Alison Sweeney, Media and Communications Officer communications@asid.net.au 

 
Menzies School of Health Research 
As one of Australia’s leading medical research institutes dedicated to improving the health and 
wellbeing of Indigenous Australians, and a leader in global and tropical research into life-threatening 
illnesses, Menzies School of Health Research continues to translate its research into effective 
partnerships and programs in communities across Australia and the Asia-Pacific region. 
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